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The Tragedy of King Richard the Second is a history play by William Shakespeare believed to have been
written in approximately 1595. It is based on the life of King Richard II of England (ruled 1377–1399) and is
the first part of a tetralogy, referred to by some scholars as the Henriad, followed by three plays concerning
Richard's successors: Henry IV, Part 1; Henry IV, Part 2; and Henry V. It may not have been written as a
stand-alone work. Although the First Folio (1623) edition of Shakespeare's works lists the play as a history
play, the earlier Quarto edition of 1597 calls it The tragedie of King Richard the second. Henry Bolingbroke,
Richard's cousin, is having a dispute with Thomas Mowbray, and they both want the king to act as judge.
The subject of the quarrel is Bolingbroke's accusation that Mowbray had squandered monies given to him by
Richard for the King's soldiers. Bolingbroke also accuses Mowbray of the recent murder of the Duke of
Gloucester, although John of Gaunt—Gloucester's brother and Bolingbroke's father—believes that Richard
himself was responsible for the murder. After several attempts to calm both men, Richard acquiesces and
Bolingbroke and Mowbray challenge each other to a duel, over the objections of both Richard and Gaunt.
The tournament scene is very formal with a long, ceremonial introduction. But Richard interrupts the duel at
the very beginning and sentences both men to banishment from England. Bolingbroke is originally sentenced
to leave for ten years, but Richard changes this to six years, whereas Mowbray is banished forever. The
king's decision can be seen as the first mistake in a series that will lead eventually to his overthrow and
death. Indeed, Mowbray predicts that the king will fall sooner or later at the hands of Bolingbroke. John of
Gaunt dies and Richard II seizes all of his land and money. This angers the nobility, who accuse Richard of
wasting England's money, of taking Gaunt's money (which rightfully belongs to Bolingbroke) to fund a war
in Ireland, of taxing the commoners, and of fining the nobles for crimes their ancestors committed. Next,
they help Bolingbroke secretly return to England and plan to overthrow Richard II. However, there remain
some subjects faithful to Richard, among them Bushy, Bagot, Green and the Duke of Aumerle (son of the
Duke of York), cousin of both Richard and Bolingbroke. King Richard leaves England to administer the war
in Ireland, and Bolingbroke takes the opportunity to assemble an army and invade the north coast of
England. He executes Bushy and Green, and wins over the Duke of York, whom Richard has left in charge
of his government during his absence. When Richard returns, Bolingbroke first claims his land back but then
additionally claims the throne. He crowns himself King Henry IV and Richard is taken into prison to the
castle of Pomfret. Aumerle and others plan a rebellion against the new king, but York discovers his son's
treachery and reveals it to Henry, who spares Aumerle as a result of the intercession of the Duchess of York
but executes the other conspirators. After interpreting King Henry's "living fear" as a reference to the still-
living Richard, an ambitious nobleman (Exton) goes to the prison and murders the former king. King Henry
repudiates the murderer and vows to journey to Jerusalem to cleanse himself of his part in Richard's death.
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From reader reviews:

Janie Ross:

Often the book The Tragedy of King Richard the Second will bring you to the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to spell out the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to see, this book
very acceptable to you. The book The Tragedy of King Richard the Second is much recommended to you to
study. You can also get the e-book from the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Michael Madden:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Tragedy of King Richard the Second, it
is possible to enjoy both. It is excellent combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh can occur its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Amanda Moberly:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book may filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of The Tragedy of King Richard the Second can give you a
lot of pals because by you taking a look at this one book you have matter that they don't and make a person
more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you
information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by knowing more than some other make you to be
great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let's have The Tragedy of King Richard the Second.

Mark Adair:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your favorite book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but additionally novel and The Tragedy of King Richard the Second as
well as others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the truly great a book, you feel
need to read more and more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those
ebooks are helping them to add their knowledge. In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes
The Tragedy of King Richard the Second to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book
like here.
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