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In a book that will both enlighten and provoke, Daniel Boyarin offers an alternative to the prevailing
Euroamerican warrior/patriarch model of masculinity and recovers the Jewish ideal of the gentle, receptive
male. The Western notion of the aggressive, sexually dominant male and the passive female reaches back
through Freud to Roman times, but as Boyarin makes clear, such gender roles are not universal. Analyzing
ancient and modern texts, he reveals early rabbis—studious, family-oriented—as exemplars of manhood and
the prime objects of female desire in traditional Jewish society.

Challenging those who view the "feminized Jew" as a pathological product of the Diaspora or a figment of
anti-Semitic imagination, Boyarin argues that the Diaspora produced valuable alternatives to the dominant
cultures' overriding gender norms. He finds the origins of the rabbinic model of masculinity in the Talmud,
and though unrelentingly critical of rabbinic society's oppressive aspects, he shows how it could provide
greater happiness for women than the passive gentility required by bourgeois European standards.

Boyarin also analyzes the self-transformation of three iconic Viennese modern Jews: Sigmund Freud, the
father of psychoanalysis; Theodor Herzl, the founder of Zionism; and Bertha Pappenheim (Anna O.), the
first psychoanalytic patient and founder of Jewish feminism in Germany. Pappenheim is Boyarin's hero: it is
she who provides him with a model for a militant feminist, anti-homophobic transformation of Orthodox
Jewish society today.

Like his groundbreaking Carnal Israel, this book is talmudic scholarship in a whole new light, with a vitality
that will command attention from readers in feminist studies, history of sexuality, Jewish culture, and the
history of psychoanalysis.
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From reader reviews:

April Little:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you
have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is
proper. Because start from on jardín de infancia until university need that Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of
Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature,
Culture, and Society) to read.

Carrie Porter:

Precisely why? Because this Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish
Man (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap this but latter it will distress you with the secret that
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such incredible way
makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely.
So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This
phenomenal book will give you a lot of gains than the other book have got such as help improving your
expertise and your critical thinking means. So , still want to postpone having that book? If I had been you I
will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

James Labrecque:

As we know that book is important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we wish. A book is a list of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year ended
up being exactly added. This publication Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention
of the Jewish Man (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) was filled
regarding science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading a book. If you know how big selling point of a book, you can
really feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Joan Morris:

Some people said that they feel weary when they reading a e-book. They are directly felt the item when they
get a half parts of the book. You can choose the book Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and
the Invention of the Jewish Man (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society)
to make your current reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is developing when you just



like reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to study it and mingle the impression about book
and reading especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to open up a book and examine it. Beside
that the book Unheroic Conduct: The Rise of Heterosexuality and the Invention of the Jewish Man
(Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) can to be a newly purchased
friend when you're experience alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of that time.
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